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Trac ie  Howes,  Nico le Weber —Ass is tant  Pr inc ipals  SEPTEMBER 2019 

Upcoming Events: 
 
September 4—Early Dismissal 12:35 p.m.  
September 7—Labor Day/No School  
September 8—Bully Free Kick-Off Event—6:30 p.m.  
September 15—Fall Pictures-School Uniform must be worn 
September 21—Children’s Hospital “Boo at the Zoo” Fundraiser begins 

     The school year is off to a great start and seems to be flying by!  It is evident that our Norco Elementary School Eagles 
are working hard to make this school year one of the best yet.  At school, our students have begun to internalize the school days rou-
tines and procedures; as well as, our School Wide Expectations to be responsible, respectful, ready to learn, and safe.  These expec-
tations can be observed daily as you walk through our halls and visit our classrooms.  We are extremely proud of our Eagles and all 
of their hard work.   

In addition to academics, we strive to help our students develop socially and emotionally.  Our teachers have been working 
hard to provide our students with not only high quality academic experiences but also opportunities for our students to have an overall 
positive school experience where they love coming to school.  One such opportunity is the “Eat on the Beat” Program.   The St. 
Charles Parish School System has partnered with the St. Charles Parish Sheriff’s Office to sponsor “Eat on the Beat.”  Our local Law 
Enforcement Officers visit our school to have lunch with our students and they are loving it!  We are doing our best to highlight daily 
events at Norco Elementary School on our twitter page.  Please follow us at @SCPPS_NES to see many of the great activities occur-
ring at NES.  

Finally, Parental involvement is critical for the success of each student at Norco Elementary School. We invite you to enjoy 
our school functions throughout the year which  represent the hard work and dedication of our students and faculty members.  If you 
have a concern which may impact your child's success or if you have a question, please communicate with your child's teacher, 
counselor or any administrator. All faculty and staff members have their own website located at www.stcharles.k12.la.us/norco and 
their email link can be accessed there. You can also find useful information, school accomplishments, and important event dates on 
our school website.   
 
We are extremely proud of our school and look forward to continuous partnership with our parents, students, and community.   
 
Thank you for your constant support!   
 
Shannon Diodene, Principal 

Date Event 

September 12th  Fall Pictures (School Uniform must be worn) 
September 13th  Early Dismissal 12:35 p.m. 
September 16th  PTO General Meeting  
September 25th  Student of the Month Breakfast 
October 11th  Early Dismissal 12:35 p.m.  
October 14th & 15th Fall Break/No School  
October 17th  Fall Picture Retakes (School Uniform must be worn)  

September 9th-13th 1st Quarter Progress Reports go home  

October 18th  Grandparent’s Day  
October 24th & 25th  Parent/Teacher Conferences/Early Dismissal 12:35 p.m.  

October 30th  1st Quarter Eagle Excellence Awards/Student of the 
Month Breakfast @ 9:00 a.m.  

 
 
 

Our Fall Fundraiser Kick-Off 
will be on Monday, September 

23rd. Our fundraiser begins  on 
September 23rd and will end 
on Monday, October 7th.  All 

proceeds will support student 
& teacher materials and  

incentives.  
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Parents/Guardians/Visitors, 
Each time you enter the school, you will be asked to present a valid state-
issued ID.  Everyone needs to check in to the main office once you are on 
campus.  At Car Rider pickup you will be asked for a picture ID as well.  

Attendance Requirements: 
ELEMENTARY students shall be in attendance a minimum of 
167 days a school  year.  Students may only be absent 10 days.  
ELEMENTARY students who accrue more than 10 absences 
will NOT be eligible for promotion.  Extenuating circumstanc-
es may apply.  For more information, please refer to the 2019-
2020 Student Code of Conduct District Handbook. 

AHERA Management Plan 
      Notice: In 1986 all asbestos 
materials were identified in all school 
buildings.  A management plan was 
developed for each school as per 
the Asbestos Hazard Emergency 
Response Act (AHERA).  The man-
agement plan is located in a binder 
in the main office of each 
school.  The binders are available 
for review upon request. 
      Since the plan was developed, 
most of the asbestos has been re-
moved.  In a few buildings, some 
floor tile still remains that  contains 
asbestos.  All of the schools meet 
the health requirements that pertain 
to the regulation.  If you have any 
questions concerning this topic, 
please contact  Physical Plant 
Maintenance at 985-331-3600 be-
tween the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. 

Master Meter Gas System 
St. Charles Parish Public Schools owns and operates master meter natural gas distribution systems on several school 
properties.  The purpose of the gas system is to provide a reliable and safe economical source of energy for heating pur-
poses to the buildings adjacent to the underground gas pipelines.  The pipeline system has the capacity to reliably deliver 
natural gas to the buildings.  The hazards of natural gas are that it is odorless, colorless, tasteless, lighter than air and can 
ignite and/or explode with tremendous force when mixed with the right amount of air.  Prevention measures taken include 
testing the odorant level each calendar quarter and performing annual gas leakage surveys.  Odorant is added to the gas 
by the gas supplier to give it that distinctive smell, similar to rotten eggs, to warn us of its presence.  Anyone who may smell 
this odor on school properties or notice any  unusual conditions on or near gas mains, vents, service lines, meter sets, or 
especially inside of a building should call the Physical Plant Maintenance department immediately at 985-331-3600.  If you 
smell a strong gas odor inside a building, notify everyone in the building to leave.  Do not create any ignition sources such 
as operating the fire alarm system, electrical switches, or using the phone.  Go a safe distance away upwind of the  gas 
smell and call the Physical Plant maintenance Dept. at 985-331-3600.  With any gas leak, protect life first, then property, 
then notify the Physical Plant Maintenance Dept. State and federal laws require excavators to notify the state LA One-Call-
Center (811 or 1-800-272-3020) 48 hours before digging.  To obtain information concerning the pipeline location call the 
Physical Plant Maintenance Dept.  If any excavation is planned you must notify the LA One-Call-Center which will notify the 
Physical Plant maintenance Dept. to locate any gas lines.  Call 48 hours before digging.  To obtain additional information, 
information, report gas leaks, or report other gas related information please contact the Physical Plant Maintenance Dept. 
This information is provided as a Public awareness notice. 
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Hooray for Pre-K! 
Robert Fulghum, author of the book, All I Really Need To 
Know I Learned in Kindergarten, created a list  we can all 
use in our daily lives beginning with preschool children.  The 
list is basic and it follows the Golden Rule, “Do Unto Others 
As You Would Have Them Do Unto You.”  Take the time to 
read the abbreviated list below to your child daily and talk 
about how it applies to school. 
“Share everything.  Play fair.  Don’t hit people.  Put things 
back where you found them.  Clean up your own mess.  
Don’t take things that aren’t yours.  Say you’re sorry when 
you hurt somebody.  Wash your hands before you eat.  
Flush.” 
“Live a balanced life- learn some and think some and draw 
and paint and sing and dance and play and work everyday 
some.  Take a nap every afternoon.  When you go out in the 
world, watch out for traffic, hold hands and stick together.” 
This list continues, but this is a great starting point! 

 
 
 
 
Kindergarten is off to a great start!  We have been 
working hard on learning our new daily routines 
and schedule.  Our focus has been on our class-
room rules and expectations and how we can work 
together to become a class family.  By working to-
gether we will able to able to achieve our class 
Hopes and Dreams!   
 
We are also working on developing new friendships 
within our classes.  You can talk to your child about 
what it means to be a good friend.  Ask your child 
about a new friend they have and why they are a 
good friend. 
 
Your child is able to bring a daily snack to school.  
Please revisit the suggested list provided at confer-
ences to ensure that your child is eating a healthy 
snack. 

 

First graders are off to a wonderful start! A big focus 
this year will be on social and emotional growth. Con-
versations will include kindness, empathy, and being a 
good friend to others. As writers, students are learning 
the components of personal and fictional narratives and 
how to use memories and the writing process to write 
narratives. In math we are learning how to see numbers 
in different ways, as well as adding to ten through word 
problems and with strategies learned in class. Some 
strategies may include drawing a picture or counting 
on. Ask your child what he/she knows about reading 
strategies. We are working on how to read unknown 
words by looking at the pictures, getting the mouth 
ready to say the sound, finding known chunks within a 
word, or stretching out the sounds in the word.  Multi-
ple strategies can be used at one time. When reading 
with your child at home, be sure to ask them what strat-
egies they can use before telling them the word or be-
fore telling them to sound it out. Students will begin 
learning about story elements, including characters and 
their traits, setting, problems and solutions in a story, 
and important events. We look forward to seeing the 
tremendous growth your child will make as a reader 
and writer this school year. Please reach out if you have 
any questions or concerns! 

    
 
 
  Second grade teachers are happy to say that we have had a wonder-
ful start to the school year.  Students are working toward becoming the 
best they can be by practicing routines and expectations, as well as 
practicing the school wide expectations. We will continue to work on 
these through the remainder of the nine weeks and gradually release 
students to demonstrate what it means to be a model student and 
great friend. 
   
     In ELA, your child has been using strategies to read or Unit 1 The 
Cat Bandit. Your child is also learning how to read closely and 
answer questions in Core Knowledge.  We have been spending time 
building students knowledge of a variety of reading comprehension 
skills such as understanding character feeling, traits, and how they 
respond to challenges.  We have been building our stamina for reading 
independently and how to respond to text.  During writing your child is 
learning how to construct a basic paragraph with complete sentenc-
es, correct use of capital letters, punctuation, and spelling.    
  
     Mighty mathematicians will be continuing their understanding of 
addition and subtraction through measurement.  We will spend some 
time using a centimeter ruler to measure and using addition and sub-
traction to compare measurements of objects.  Students are also work-
ing on solving one and two-step word problems. It is important that 
your child works diligently to become fluent in addition and subtraction 
facts through 20. 
  
     In Social Studies, we are continuing to focus on School Wide Ex-
pectations, being a good classroom citizen and friend. 
   
     As always, thank you for your support and cooperation! If you have 
any questions, feel free to contact your child’s teacher. 
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Happy New School Year! We are off to a 
great start in 4th grade! The 4th grade eagles 
are doing a fabulous job at adjusting to the 
new procedures and expectations!  In ELA, 
readers and writers are moving right along in 
their Guidebook unit, Hurricanes. Their end-
of-unit goal is to write a narrative about a 
character who experiences a hurricane 
firsthand. We will also be introducing the 
Cold-Read Task and Extension Task coming 
up within the next few weeks.  Please discuss 
with your child the book that we are reading 
in class and also their library books. We 
check out books from the school library every 
other week. In Social Studies, we are wrap-
ping up our research on the five regions of 
the United States. Unit 2 will focus on early 
America. The students are very excited about 
our recent research on how geography influ-
ences human activities in each region. Please 
review any notes in their study binder night-
ly. Our mathematicians are working in Mod-
ule 1 which focuses on place value and num-
ber sense. Please review math multiplication 
facts nightly.  They can use flash cards or 
find a video or song that helps them to re-
member them.  In science, we are excited to 
be investigating Earth’s features through in-
vestigations and questioning. Please talk with 
your child about their daily learning! If you 
have any questions or concerns, please com-
municate through the planner, email, or 
school phone. Thank you for your continuous 
support this year!    
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We are off to a great start in third grade!  It is 

essential that third graders listen carefully and follow 
directions to be successful in completing the tasks 
that are given each day.  In ELA, students are learning 
about characters and how they change, story ele-
ments, theme (lesson or moral) while using strategies 
to help them comprehend what they’ve read.  These 
strategies will aid in comprehending more complex 
texts.  We are also reiterating going back to the text to 
support thinking.   
 In math, we are continuing module 1 to get 
ready for our math test that will be at the end of the 
unit.  The classes worked hard to prepare for the 
teacher-made math test on half of the module.  Please 
continue to review multiplication and division each 
night. 
 In social studies, our focus in third grade is 
Louisiana.  The classes will begin exploring different 
elements of culture so that they begin to see how our 
culture makes Louisiana unique.  In science, our focus 
for module 1 is weather and climate.  The classes have 
been analyzing weather data and graphs to look for 
seasonal patterns.   

Fifth graders have been very busy so 
far this school year. They have started 
attending D.A.R.E. classes once a week 
to learn how to make good choices in 
difficult situations. They have dove into 
our first module of math. They have 
been using their understanding of place 

value to round decimal fractions. As we move into the 
second half of Module One we will focus on adding, sub-
tracting, multiplying, and dividing decimals. They have 
also been reading The Birchbark House, learning about 
ancient civilizations, and conducting experiments. Stu-
dents have become very fluent with the use of Chrome 
Books in their classes.  

Fourth grade students are finding 
their parish, town and streets on 
maps during a Social Studies  
lesson focusing on comparing and  
contrasting maps.  
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 The 5th grade band is now up and running!  Their band schedule is found on the web site.  Please make sure that 

your child is practicing the required 100 minutes weekly and turning in the practice reports. 
 
 The 4th grade band is approaching “functional mode”.  By now, all should be settled into their instruments and par-

ents should be hearing some interesting sounds at home.  Please be reminded that practice logs must be turned in 
weekly.  Home practice is vital for a successful band student.  If you have any questions please email me at dda-
vis@stcharles.k12.la.us and please book mark my web site https://www.stcharles.k12.la.us/Page/10746 as it con-
tains all necessary band information and is updated often.   

 
 If you haven’t done so already, please send in the band fees as soon as possible.  Students must 

transport instruments to and from school on their scheduled class days.  Please do not allow them to 
leave instruments at school.  Thanks and I look forward to a great year. 
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The Norco Elementary School counselors hope the beginning of your school year has been out of this world! We know 
that the beginning of the school year can be an exciting and anxious time for both students and parents. Our counseling 
department offers individual counseling and preventative class lessons focused on personal/ social concerns, academics, 
and career exploration. We can also suggest resources for anyone interested in counseling outside of the school setting. 
Mrs. Hermann works primarily with PreK through 2nd grades. While Mrs. Noel is out on maternity leave, we are happy to 
have Mrs. Robert to work with 3rd through 5th grades. We are happy to be here to assist with any problems or concerns 
that may affect your child at school. We look forward to working with your child throughout the year! 
 
Mrs. Hermann and Mrs. Robert 

In keyboarding 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students will be using Typing.com, an online typing tutor to teach your child about proper touch-
typing techniques and improve their keyboarding skills.  Learning to touch type helps students be more productive and better prepares them for 
success in school and beyond. 
 
On Typing.com, your child can practice and master the keyboard one lesson at a time.  It allows them to pick up where they left off in the course 
and displays a keyboard and hand diagram as they type to reinforce proper finger placement. 
 
Your child has been set up with his/her own individual account.  S/he can access Typing.com from any computer.  From the teacher account, I 
can monitor and review your child's progress and track important statistics like typing speed, accuracy, and time spent typing. 
 
I have discussed specific assignments and grading requirements with the students in class.  I look forward to a great year as we incorporate the 
use of technology into our curriculum.  If you have any questions, please contact me. 
 
Students can access Typing.com and additional interactive learning activities from my web page. 
 
• In the URL bar type in St. Charles Parish Schools 
• Go to Our Schools on the top left corner of the page  
• Schoeffner/Norco Elementary 
• This will bring you to the School website 
• Click on Faculty  
• Look under S 
• You are looking for Catherine’s Schexnayder’s site 
• On the left side of the page click on Interesting Web Resources  
• This will bring you to my webmix with Typing Activities  
• Students will click on the http address https://www.symbaloo.com/mix/cschexnayder 
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Welcome back to a new year of fun and learning in the Title 1 Family Center!  At the Family Center, 
families are invited to join other parents and children for activities, information and resources.  All 
programs and activities are free.  Highlights of the Family Center include weekly playgroups for chil-
dren not enrolled in school, educational resources, workshops, volunteer days, and much more.  
We hope you are able to join us throughout the year so that we can be of service to you and your 
family.   

Playgroups will meet every Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. in the Family Center beginning on September 
18th.  The Family Center provides many resources that can be checked out to help your child learn. 
So please do not hesitate to come visit on Wednesdays and Fridays between the hours of 8:30 and 
3:00. I will be very happy to help you.  You can also contact Mrs. Lacey Powers at 985-764-8933.  

We are looking forward to seeing you!!!!  

***************************************************************************************************************** 

Bienvenidos de regreso a un nuevo año de diversión y aprendizaje en el Centro Familiar    Titulo 1. 
En el Centro Familiar, las familias están invitadas a unirse con otros padres e hijos en actividades, 
información y recursos. Todos los programas y actividades son gratis. En el Centro Familiar se in-
cluye grupos de juego semanales para niños que todavia no van a la escuela, recursos edu-
cacionales, cursos de aprendizaje para adultos, días voluntarios, y mucho mas. Esperamos que 
ustedes puedan compartir con nosotros durante el año o que podamos ser de servicio a usted y su 
familia.  

Los grupos de juego se reunirán cada miercoles a las 10:00 a.m. en el Centro Familiar empezando 
el 18 de septiembre. El Centro Familiar también brinda muchos recursos que se pueden prestar pa-
ra que usted pueda ayudar en el aprendizaje de sus hijos. Por favor no dejen de venir a visitarnos 
dentro las horas de 8:30 and 3:00 los miercoles y viernes. Estaremos felices en ayudar. Nos puede 
contactar a Mrs. Lacey Powers al número 985-764-8933. 

Anticipamos verlos en el centro! 

Norco Elementary Title 1 Family Center 
Together We Can Make a Difference  
 
Lacey Powers:  lpowers@stcharles.k12.la.us 
Phone: 985-764-8933 
Hours: 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  
Wednesdays & Fridays  
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Dear Families, 
     The Box Tops for Education program is changing the way we can earn cash for our school!  
Over the summer, participating brands have begun to change their packaging from the traditional Box Tops clip to the new Box 
Tops label. 
     Going forward, instead of clipping from packages and checking expiration dates, all Box Tops will be earned digitally by scan-
ning your receipt. The Box Tops for Education team has worked hard to build a NEW-and-improved, user-friendly Box Tops mobile 
app, available now. 
     The new app features state-of-the-art technology that allows you to scan your store receipt, find participating products and in-
stantly add Box Tops to our school's earnings online.  
 
BE SURE TO DOWNLOAD THE NEW APP OR UPDATE YOUR 
EXISTING APP:  
     If you still have traditional Box Tops clips at home, make sure to send them to school. We will still earn cash for all clipped Box 
Tops until they expire. Better yet, you can “double dip” during the packaging transition by  
clipping traditional Box Tops AND scanning your store receipt containing participating products. 
Thanks for helping our school get  
what it needs! 

 
 
 
 

NO MORE CLIP-
PING 

SCAN 
YOUR RECEIPT 

SEE HOW AT 
BTFE.COM 

See this 
SCAN 
your 

receipt 

See this 
CLIP 

IT  Learn more about these 
changes at BTFE.COM  
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Students in 3rd-5th grade are 
able to access classwork 

through their Google class-
rooms. This work can be ac-

cessed at home if needed in or-
der to complete assignments, 
review assignments, or look 

over completed work. We en-
courage you to login to Google 

with your child to take a peek at 
all of the awesome things 
they’ve been working on! 

 


